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1. IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL WE ARE TRANSMITTING AMBASSADOR 
BELCHER’S LETTER TO THE NEW YORK TIMES PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 
16. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: "SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM S LATEST EFFORTS 
TO MOVE THE CYPRUS SITUATION OFF DEAD CENTER APPEAR TO HAVE 
FAILED. THE HUMAN TRAGEDY CONTINUES, THOUGH LITTLE 
NOTICED IN A WORLD PREOCCUPIED WITH MANY AND GRAVE PROBLEMS, 
NOR DOES NATO SECURITY IMPROVE. 

3. NOW IS THE TIME FOR NEW INITIATIVES BY THE UNITED 
STATES. AFTER ALL, THE PROTAGONISTS BELIEVE WE HAVE A CON- 
SIDERABLE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE MATTER, ALBEIT FOR WIDELY 
VARYING REASONS. 

4. THE GREEK CYPRIOTS BELIEVED THE UNITED STATES ACTIVELY 
SUPPORTED EOKA-B COUP ATTEMPTS AGAINST MAKARIOS, AND, WHEN 
ONE WAS SUCCESSFUL AND OUR REACTION WAS SILENT ACQUIESCENCE, 
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AGAIN MANAGED TO STAY THE TURKS AS WE DID IN 1964 AND 
1967. THE TURKS HAVE REACTED VIGOROUSLY TO THE ILL-ADVISED 
BUT SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS OF THE GREEK LOBBY TO PERSUADE OUR 
CONGRESS TO MAINTAIN AN ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY SUCH 
AS WE HAVE ONLY APPLIED TO COMMUNIST BLOC STATES. 

5. THE EMBARGO, IN FACT. HAS IMMOBILIZED TURKISH POLICY. 

MY INFORMATION IS THAT THE TURKISH DELEGATION IN NEW YORK 
HAS MADE IT QUITE CLEAR THAT MR. DENKTASH'S CONTINUED FAIL- 
URE TO COME UP WITH ANY PROPOSALS FOR TERRITORIAL CONCES- 
SIONS ON THE ISLAND IS DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE ARMS EMBARGO. 

6. THE SAD RECORD OF U.S. POLICY IN THE SEVERAL MONTHS 
PRECEDING THE COUP, AS WELL AS SUBSEQUENT TO THE INVASION 
OF THE ISLAND, IS NOW PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE. HOWEVER, OUR SINS 
WERE THOSE OF OMISSION, NOT COMMISSION, AS SOME MAINTAIN. 
BUT THE ERRORS OF JUDGMENT ON THE SEVENTH FLOOR OF STATE 
IN THE SPRING AND SUMMER OF 1974 WILL (AND SHOULD) HAUNT 
THOSE WHO IGNORED TURKISH SENSIBILITIES, WHILE SEEKING TO 
PRESERVE A GREEK RELATIONSHIP FOUNDED ON THE SHIFTING 
SANDS OF A FASCIST DICTATORSHIP. WE, THEREFORE, BEAR A 
GREAT RESPONSIBILITY TO ACT TO AVOID ANOTHER WINTER OF 
MISERY AND STAGNATION ON THE ISLAND, AND A FURTHER WEAKEN- 
ING OF NATO. 

7. A FIRST STEP TOWARD PROMOTING FLEXIBILITY WOULD BE TO 
LIFT THE ARMS EMBARGO, PERHAPS ALONG THE LINES OF THE BALL/ 
VANCE PROPOSALS. CERTAINLY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AFTER 
HIS MOST RECENT AND SUCCESSFUL MIDEAST HEGIRA, SHOULD NOW 
SPARE MORE OF HIS TIME AND TALENT TO FINDING A WAY OUT OF 
THE CYPRUS TRAGEDY, WHICH HAS COST THE CYPRIOTS SO MUCH, 
NOT TO MENTION OUR ALLIES IN NATO AND OURSELVES." 

TAYLOR G. BELCHER - GARRISON, N.Y., SEPTEMBER 1 1, 1975. 

END TEXT INGERSOLL 
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